





Gospel 


MWervaly, 











“ PEAR NOT} FOR BEHOLD, 1 BRING YOU GOOD TIDINGS OF GREAT JOY, WHICH SHALL BE TO ALL PEOPLE.” 





BY THE EVANGELICAL ASSOCIATION OF NEW-YTORK. EDITED BY HENRY FITZ. 











VOL. IV. 


NEW-YORK, SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 1824. 


NO. 41. 


—_—_ - —— 





aa 





FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Editor—Perhaps there is not a more bitter 
spirit, manifested toward the doctrine of universal 
holiness and happiness, in any part of our country, 
than is manifested inthe town of Southold, by those 
who consider themselves orthodox. The zeal they 
possess, cannot be said to be less than was Saul’s of 
Tarsus, While on his way to Damascus; for he ve- 
rily thought he was doing God service, and we do 
not dispute the sincerity of our friends any more 
than we do the sincerity of Saul, though we believe 
Saul to have been sincere and zealous, we think he 
was so without knowledge ; and in like manner we 
thiok our friends possess a zeal, but not according 
to knowledge. 

Professing to believe that God wills the salvation 
of all men, and that he worketh all things according 
to the counsel of that will, of course T am consider- 
ed as an heretic by these, our zealous friends. They 
will sympathize, and lament that so many in our 
world are giving credence to such a fabulous doc- 
trine as that which is taught by Universalists, and as 
oue said in my hearing, ** [ thank God I have never 
been left to embrace that seatiment”—the expres- 
sion seemed to comport with one of old, who stood 
and eried, “ Lord, I thank thee that I am not as 
other men, or as this poor publican.” Without al- 
lowing themselves the liberty of reasoning on the 
subject, they generally vent a spirit of animosity ; 
and an expression of ludicrous scorn is frequently 
the substitute for reason. As the majority of our 
friends seem not to have a desire to understand the 
doctrine taught by all God’s holy prophets, viz. 
« the restitution of all things,” and as verbal reason- 
ing is disagreeable to them, T have thought, that, 
possibly, some out of curiosity, if a reason were given 
through the medium of the Gospel Herald, might 
read it, and by that means be led to reflect on the 
impropriety of assertion without proof. 

The Lord saith, “ Come now, and let us reason 
together ; thougi: your sins be as scailet, they shall 
be as white as snow ; though they be red like crim- 
son, they shall be as wool.” They shall be! no 
condition here—none but those, whose sins are as 
scarlet or crimson, have any part or lot in the mat- 
ter. The whole need not a physician, but they that 
are sick. Paul says, “Itis a faithful saying, and 
worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came 
into the world to save sinners,” &c. He never 
came to call the righteous but sinners to repentance. 
His errand was, to seek and to save them that were 
(in the past tense) lost. The lost sheep of the house 
of Israel, were those to whom he was sent, and the 
Gospel contemplates the salvation of none, but those 


who come under the appellation of sinners. But 
mark the distiuction, between being saved in, and 
Jrom sin; though your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
become white like wool. Not that they may be- 
come so. The sins of the people shall be burnt. 
“If any man’s work be burnt he shall suffer loss, 
but he shall be saved, yet so as by fire.” He shall 
sufier the loss of his works, and when this takes 
place he ceases to be a sinner. For the man’s works 
are sins. 

We read that Christ was manifested to destroy 
the works of the Devil; and not only this, but the 
Devil himself, and deliver them who through fear 
of death were all their lifetime subject to bondage. 
Now what is it, that causes this fear? Doubtless it 
is unbelief. Unbelief of what? Ofa certain some- 
thing. Is that something a fact, existing anterior to 
believing ? Most certainly ; or our believing makes 
that true, which before was false. “ But what if 
some believe not, shall their unbelief make the faith 
of God of none effect 7” I may believe the sun will 
rise to-morrow; but does my belief cause the sun 
to rise ? Again, I may disbelieve that the sun will 
rise, does my unbelief hinder the sun from rising ? 
I may believe Jesus Christ to be my Saviour, but 
does my belief make him my Saviour ? I may disbe- 
lieve him as my Saviour ; does my unbelief hinder 
him from being my Saviour ? 

There is a fact proposed to be believed, and that 
fact is as follows—That God hath (in the past tense) 
given unto us eternal life, and this life is in his Son. 
If we believe this fact, we have the witness in 
ourselves—if we disbelieve this fact we make God 
aliar. An apostle says, “* We who have believed 
do (in the present tense) enter into rest.” But is 
there any rest for the unbeliever? No! Is there 
rest to him who believes that by far the greater part 
of mankind will be endlessly miserable ? Impossi- 
ble! Fathers and mothers, does this give you rest, 
to believe that you will arrive in heaven, and your 
dear children be cast into an endless hell ? Husbands, 
does the belief, that you and your beloved consorts, 
will be endlessly separated, afford you consolation ? 
Does it give you rest? To you who believe in the 
heart-rending, and Goed-dishonouring doctrine of 
endless misery, [ would put a serious question— 
Have you entered into rest, while under the convic- 
tion of that belief ? You certainly cannot answer in 
the affirmative: then, of course, you cannot be the 
recipients of that rest, spoken of in the text, nor can 
any be, but those who believe “ God to be the Sa- 
viour of all men,” as well as “ specially of them 
that believe.” The mystery of God’s will accord- 
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himself, is made known unto us, that in the dispen- 
gation of the fulness of times he might gather to- 
gether in one all things in Chiist, both which are 
in heaven and on earth even in him. (Ephes. i.) 
Doubtless, many who pretend to believe and know 
their Master’s will, are destitute of this rest, which 
the faith that works by love produces. To such, the 
following text will apply —*“ He that knoweth his 
Master’s will, and doeth it not, shall be beaten with 


many stripes.” 


There is nothing that shines more perspicuous, 
through the whole tenour of scripture, than this truth, 
that God wills the salvation of all men. Shall his 
will be done ? Certainly, if we are to give the fol- 
lowing any credit, “ Being predestinated according 
to the purpose of him who woiketh all things ac- 
cording to the counsel of his own wili.” Christ 
says, “ I came not to do mine own will, but the will 
of him that sent me.” Has he power to accomplish 
it ? * All power in heaven and earth are given unto 
me. The Father loveth the Son, and hath givenall 
things into his hand; all that the Father giveth me 
shall come unto me, and him that cometh unto me 


I will in no wise cast out.” But the objector may 
say, that the scripture declares, “ The wicked shall 


be turned into hell, all the nations that forget God.” 


True, but are we to understand this hell to be in a 
future world? Does not David say, “ Great is thy 
mercy toward me, and thou hast delivered my soul 
from the lowest hell. The pains of he'l gat (in the 
past tense) hold on me?” &c. If when David utter- 
ed the expression, that “the wicked shall be turned 
into hell,”’ &c. he meant to be understood an end- 
less hell, what does he mean when le says, “ All 
nations whom thou hast made shall come and wor- 
ship before thee, O Lord! for the kingdom is the 
Lord’s, and he is the Governor among the nations.” 
It appears to me, a more inconsistent book could 
not be written by mortal man, than the Bible, if we 
are to understand hell (in one solitary instance) to 
mean a place of endless misery. Where will hell 
be, when the Devil and his works are destroyed ? 
Was not Christ manifested for the express purpose 
of their destruction ? Can it be possible that any 
one can be so puerile as to believe that God will not 
effect his purpose ! 

But, says the objector, eternal death is threatened 
so the disobedient. Pray tell me where? “ In the 
day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die.” We 
believe this to be a spiritual death, and we believe 
it was experienced on the day of transgression. We 
believe that man died to his former happiness. We 
believe that the ground was cursed for his sake, and 
that the sorrow of women in travail is in conse- 
quence of the fall. We have no authority to extend 
the curse any farther. We think whoever does, 
does it at the expense of violating God’s word. For, 
if God’s word be true, he will triumph over death 
and hell. 

But the objector may say, “ These shall go away 
into everlasting puuishment.” Does this word 
necessarily imply an endless duration? If so, was 
the everlasting priesthood of Aaron endless 2 Was 
the everlasting possession of Canaan eudiess? Were 
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the everlasting mountains that were to be scattered, 
endless ? The learned tell us, that this is from the 
Greek word aionion. We read of the aves 
come. Now this word (ages) the learned likewise 
say, is fiom the same root as everlasting. Wha: 
sense should we discover, if We were to read it thus— 
In the endless eternities to come? We read ike. 
wise, of the mystery which has been hid from ayes: 
say from endless eternities. What sense will yoy 
make of it ? Phe word everlasting ought to al 
derstood according to the subject and the connex- 
ion. In Matt. xxv. where it is said, “ These shal} 
go away into everlasting psanishment,” Kc. the 
words do not have any reference to futurity. Haye 
you discovered in this chapter, that Christ was to 
set the sheep on his right hand, and the goats on 
Ins left, and send the goats into everlasting punish- 
ment at the ine when he was to come in his glory? 
Have vou ever noticed the 24th chap. and 30th 
verse, that they should “ see the Son of man coming 
in the clouds of heaven, with power aud great glo- 
ry,” and his sending bis angels with the sound of a 
trumpet? Have you noticed the Sith verse, “ Ve- 
vrily L say unto you, this generation shall not pass 
away till all these things be fulfilled?” That is, 
Christ come in his glory, Matt. xvi. 27, 28, reads 
thus, * For the Seu of man shall come in the glor 
of his Father, with his angels, and then shall he 
ward every man according to his works. Verily | 
say unto you, there be some standing here, which 
shall not taste of death tll they see the Son of man 
coming in his kingdom.” One of two things must 
he admitted, either this 2uth chapter of Matthew 
was fulfilled before the death of some to whom he 
(then) spoke, or some who then lived are still alive 
The Scriptures abound with promises of rewards 
and paunisiments, for good and bad works. But, not 
with infinite rewards and punishments. If it does 
so, we ask, Can man be rewarded or punished a 
cording to his works? Will the best man on eartl: 
have the assurance to say his works are infinitely 
better than the worst man’s living ? And yet we ar 
told (by orthodoxy) that by far the greatest part ot 
mankind will be miserable as long as God exists: 
anda certain few (good folks) to be endlessly hap 
py. "This is called rewarding according to our 
works. As much as to say, I have done so mais 
infinitely good acts, that I must have an infinite re- 
ward of happiness in consequence; while the poor 
wicked man, has committed so many infinitely bac 
acts, that he deserves an infinite punishment. We 
believe that “every transgression shall receive a 
just recompense of reward,” whether the transgres 
sor be a believer or not. We believe the same 
God that punishes one will punish the other. Chas- 
tisement received from tie hand of God, is nothmg 
more nor less than wholesome discipline, in order to 
the reclaiming of the prodigal; and we venture te 
affirm, that God never did, nor ever will, inflict any 
punishment on man, but for the express purpose of 
man’s good. “ If ye be without chastisement whereot 
all are partakers, thon are ye bastards and not sons. 
Now no chastisement for the present seemeth joy- 
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abie fruits of righteousness unto all them that are 
exercised thereby. Our light aéilictions which are 
but for a moment work out for us a far more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory.” In short, 
God chastises us for our profit, that we may be 
made partakers of his holiness. For what purpose 
does a father punish his child, but for his good? 
The goodness of God is manifested, when we be- 
hold him as a Father, punishing for the good of the 
punished, But when we view him (tyrant-like) 
possessing a spirit of vindictive fury, his beauty 
vanishes ; and we know not what to make of David 
when he says, “The Lord is good to all, and his 
tender mercies are over all his works.” 
Onesiuvs. 
Southold, (L. I.) Dec. 23, 1823. 
—=— 
MR. WOODWORTH’S REPLY. 
(Continued from p. 316.) 

1. With respect to the fore-knowledge of God, 
we feel the difficulty, nay, we despair of expressing 
ourselves in such a manner as to be understood by a 
man who is ignorant of the fact, that there is an 
internal sense beneath the letter of the Word of 
’ within that letter 
which is of itself lifeless. But as we hope that some 


God, a “spirit which giveth life,’ 


of Mr. Fitz’s readers may see those things which 
can only be “ spiritually discerned,” and which con- 
sequently appear like “ foolishness unto him,” we 
will offer a few words on the subject. 


2, The invisible spiritual world isthe world of 


causes, and the visible material universe is the world 
of effecte ; because the former is tn and pervades 
the latter, as the soul of man is in and pervades his 
whole body, and as the invisible essence of every 
ereated thing is im and pervades its whole visible 
form. Let it be remembered, therefore, that by 
the sptritual world we do not mean a distant 
country, beyond the stars, comprising a local hea- 
yen, and a local hell, with alocal region between 
them; bat we mean the internals of the human 
wind, in which one of these three states must 
necessaiily exist. We mean the will and under- 
standing of man, as influenced by his voluntary 
association with good or evil spirits. Every one 
has such a world within himself, (either heavenly, 
or infernal, or proximate to one of them,) though 
many have been too thouglitless or indolent to make 
te discovery. 

“© There is a world, the world of mind, 

By neither time nor space confin’d; 

And when we cease in flesh to dwell, 

That world will be our heaven or hell.” 

3. God only sees effects in their causes, and 
thus he sees all things. Not even a sparrow can 
fall to the ground without a spiritual cause, and 
in that cause is the effect seen by the divine eye. 
All causes exist prior to their effects; consequently 
before the cause exists there is no effect to be seen. 
God isin and sees all truth; but that which does 
not yet exist (even in its cause or first principles) 
is nota truth, and of course cannot be seen. We 
have just shown that the lamentable fall and dege- 
feracy of man was not the necessary efect of his 











being “ created upright,” and, consequently, could 
not be seen (or, if Mr. F.'pleases, foreseen) tn his 
creation, as an effect is seen in its cause. Let Mr. 
I’. point out the cause of man’s present degeneracy, 
and we will then show how the divine eye could 
see the effect in it; and prove that, after the exist- 
ence of the cause, the effect could not be pre- 
vented. 

4. In the foregoing observations Mr. Fitz will 
find a sufficient reply to his fifth paragraph, we 
will, therefore, now proceed to the five succeeding 
ones. 

5. And here we contend that apostolic testi- 
mony is in perfect harmony with our own, notwithe 
standing our opponent’s flourishes, and brackets, 
and admiration points!!! which give his printer 
much trouble to very little purpose. Is obtaining 
a spiritual victory, through divine assistance, a new 
idea to Mr. Fitz? We cannot believe it, for he 
must have encountered temptations like other men. 
Why, then, this playing on the word obtain? It 
reminds us of the celebrated Stanislaus, who, by a 
similar method, arrested the attention of bis audi- 
tors, while he executed a trick of deception. Fie! 
Mr. Fitz! how childish is such trifling in a contro- 
versy hke this; it is too puerile for one who pro- 
fesses to be a champion of truth. Do we not ob- 
tain every thing that we receive conditionally? 
And who does not know that the only condition on 
which we can receive a crown of victory is to fight 
and overcome. How does our Saviour use this 
word when he speaks of those “ which shall be ac- 
counted worthy to obtain that world,” meaning 
heaven? ‘The apostle, with whom Mr. F. says we 
are at issue, exhorts his converts in these words, 
“So run that ye may obtain.” Did he ever insinu- 
ate that they might obtain without running? John 
says, “I write unto you, young men, because ve 
have overcome the wicked one.” Did they not ob- 
tain a viclory over the wicked one? We confess, 
and rejoice to confess, that God gives us the power, 
and that without him we can do nothing. But we 
still insist, that unless we faithfully exercise the 
power which God continually gives us, no victory 
will be given or obtained. Did not David, by the 
exercise of his derived power, obtain a victory over 
Goliah? Did not Judah obtain a victory when 
“he drave out the inhabitants of the mountain ?” 
We know that the Lord was with him, which was 
the case also when he vainly allempted to drive out 
the inhabitants of the valley, and did not obtain a 
victory, “ because they had chariots of iron.” But 
why multiply quotations! Every victory is gbtained 
by an exercise of the proper means, and” Heaven 
never gives one on any other conditiog. We sin- 
cerely pity a writer who finds himself driven to 
such miserable shifts, as does this editor of the Gos- 
pel Herald. 

6. Paul says, “If any man be in Christ, he isa 
new creature: old things [with such a man] are 
passed away; behoid all things are become new ; 
and all things are of God.” That is, every thing 
appertaining to such a regenerated man, is of God. 
Nothing but ignorance, or a wilful misconstruction 








> 
























* 
— 
s 
* 
” 7 
4 
% 
, “8 
’ 
iF 
ory 
, 
} 
. 
a ail 
wy ‘ 
j } 
‘. *! 
; »? 
‘ 
7 
art 
. 4 




























































































































































































































































































































































































824 GOSPEL HERALD. 





of the passage, canviaw any other meaning from it. 
And yet our opponent seizes hold of the words all 
things, to prove the salvation of all men! “Hard 
push’d” again. Will his readers believe that there 
is no if in the above quotation? He has boldly 
asserted that this word does not occur in the third 
chapter of Colossians, when we quoted the first 
verse (“IF ye then be risen with Christ”) to prove 
that all men were not so risen. The chapter 
commences with the word if, and the same word 
occurs again inthe 13th verse. What will the rea- 
det think of Mr. Fitz’s veracity ? 

With respect to man’s reconciliation to God, 
Mr. Fitz appears to be still more in the dark, and 
we feel it our duty to throw in his path (by reflec- 
tion) a ray of that spiritual light which we have re- 
ceived fromthe Word. We know that “God was 
in Clirist, reconciling the world unto himself: but 
that something is to be done on the part of man, 
appears plainly from this exhortation, which imme- 
diately follows: “ We pray you, in Christ’s stead, 
be ye reconciled to God.” An exhortation like this is 
sheer nonsense, if the persons addressed can have 
no possible agency in the act of being thus recon- 
ciled. But the fact is, the whole tenor of the apos- 
tolic writings inculcate the following idea: The 
divinity was in the humanity, reconciling, or uni- 
ting the latter to the former; and the apostle ex- 
horts the Corinthians to become partakers of this 
reconciliation, by becoming new creatures “ in 
Christ.” We wish Mr. Fitz to bear in mind that 
this reconciliation was not effected by the humanity, 
but by the divinity within it; not by Christ, but in 
Christ; and that the work was not performed to 
reconcile God to the world, but to reconcile the 
world to God. 

8. Now let us turn to a parallel passage in the 
gospel, to enable us to understand the true meaning 
of the word world. Our Lord says, in John xvi. 33. 
“ Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 
(See also 1 John, v. 4.) It is surely more reason- 
able, in this passage, to understand that he over- 
came the worldly principles, and the influence of 
the world upon them which were éxcited by the 
tempter in the wilderness, than that he overcame 
the people of the world. If this be correct, we may 
learn from the apostle that God and man were re- 
conciled by the Godhead operating ia the humanity, 
and the humanity co-operating therewith, to the 
subjugation of those hereditary, worldly, and con- 
taminated principles, derived trom the human mo- 
ther, and which were necessarily tiansmitted to her 
offspring. As these were gradually and successively 
subdued and ejected, ali those holy principles which 
existed in man before the fall, (when he was in har- 
mony with the divine nature.) were implanted in 
their place by the divinity within. 

9. Thus was God and man, or the divine and 
human nature, reconciled, as the apostle declares 
in Rom. v. 10, “ For if when we [that is, the human 
nature generally) were enemies [in a state of spi- 
ritual hostility to God, and the holy things which 
are communicated from him] we were reconciled to 
God by the pEatu of his Son, [that is, by the ope- 





——. 
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ration of the sufferings of the humanity, in extin 
guishing that life which must be laid down befurs 
life eternal can be found, much more, being recoy- 
ciled, we shall be saved by his uire,” [or, by the 
communication of that Lire which the humanity 
received from the divinity, in consequence of the lay. 
ing down of the principles of life inherited from 
the mother] 

10. We wish Mr. Fitz to understand further, tha 
this reconciliation, as we are informed in the gos- 
pel, was progressively etfected, John xii. 28, and 
was completed when the humanity, as to the body, 
expired on the cross, declaring, at the same time, 
“It is finished!” Every principle of life derived 
from the mother, and consequently tainted by the 
fall, was then extinguished ; and the humanty was 
purified, and prepared to rise on the resurrection 
morn, perfectly glorified, and entirely one with the 
divinity. Thus was constituted an eternal medium 
of access to the in-dwelling Jehovah, and of th 
communication of the Holy Spirit, which, we are 
informed in John vii. @8, did not exist until Jesus 
was thus glorified ; and by which the divine image 
is to be restored in all those who follow the Lord in 
the regeneration, even as that image wasrestored in 
the humanity, which was the “express image of 
the Father’s person.” These regenerate sons of 
God, by adoption and grace, are they (and they 
only) who can say with the apostle, “ We also joy 
in God [the essential divine nature} through ou 
Lord Jesus Christ, [the divine or glorified human 
naiure,}) by whom we have received the atone- 
ment.” 

11. In the whole of the fifth chapter of Paul's 
epistle to the Romans, he shows the nature of the 
atonement, or reconciliation, and the cause of its 
necessity in the fall of man; and, in the next chap- 
ter, he declares, in energetic terms, that in order to 
salvation we must actually go through a process 
similar to that which our Saviour underwent. “ Oui 
old man must be crucified with Him,” in order that 
“we may live with Him;” and, “as Christ was 
raised from the dead [the state of fallen .idam 
which is called death) by the glory of God the Fa- 
ther, [the impartation to the humanity of divine and 
holy principles of love and wisdom,} so we mus 
walk in the newness of life.” 

12. We have said thus much in answer to M: 
Fitz’s question, “ Does Pau! mean that we reconcile 
ourselves 2” We have shown that the reconciliation, 
or atonement, was wrought by “God in Christ;” 
and that the only way in which we can individual!) 
profit by it, is for each to “ walk in newness of lile,” 
and to become “a new creature,” and be “in 
Christ,” whom we must faithfully “ follow in the 
regeneration ;” in short, that we must go through 
a process of temptation, combat, and viclory—the 
same process as the Saviour himself underwent. 
“Now, then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as 
though God did beseech you by us: we pray you In 
Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” An eminen' 
father of the fourth century, Gregory Nazianzen, 
declares, that “to repair the ruins of the fall, the 
Almighty Word assumed human nature, and restored 
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J to the Divine image—that by that human nature, 
human nature might be purified.” 
(To be continued.) 
REMARKS. 

\ reasonable man must acknowledge that evil 
will be the result of arrogating a knowledge which 
. denied to mankind generally. Mr. W. can see— 
others are blind. If we do not admit his absurdi- 
ties, our ignorance is the cause! There is an inter- 
nal sense. Mr. W. has spiritual spectacles, we pre- 
wume, which enable him to make discoveries which 
are hidden from common eyes. The Scriptures 
inform us, that, “the letter killeth; the Spirit giv- 
eth life.” By the letter, we do not understand the 
impression made from types, with printer’s ink. 
Neither do we suppose that printer’s ink, impressed 
on paper, from leaden types, contain a “ Spirit 
which giveth life.” By letter, we understand the 
ceremonial law, visible in its types, &c. By Spirit, 
the Spirit of God, communicating, through Christ, 
“Jife and immortality.” . 

We are taught in Mr. W.’s second paragraph, 
that the “ spirttual world” is the “ mind of inan.” 
This is proved by four lines, with a rhyme at the 
end of them. 

Mr. W.’s third paragraph has all the authority of 
his positive assertions. Ifa man shoots a sparrow 
with powder and shot, the sparruw’s fall is spirit- 
ually caused. The powder and shot existed prior 
to the shooting ; consequently, before the powder 
and shot existed, the effect, the fall of the sparrow 
isnot to be seen. We will compliment Mr. W., 
and call this logic. Relative to man’s fall, we never 
supposed his being created upright was the cause. 
But, that man was made subject to a state of vanity ; 
orhe could not have been subjected. Man did not 
possess wisdom, with all his uprightness, sufficient 
to preserve his uprightness. In plain English, If man 
had not been so constituted, by his Creator, as to 
afford opportunity, (amounting to means,) to fall, he 
could not have fallen. 

Mr. W. in his fifth paragraph contends, stoutly, 
“that apostolic testimony is in perfect harmony with 
hisown.” He devotes a long paragraph to prove what 
we never denied. Sir, trifle no longer. The pas- 
sage in question has nothing to do with any victory 
obtained over men; buta victory over corruption 
and mortality. It is 1 Cor. xv. 51—57. If the 
words “we have obtained,” are perfectly synony- 
mous with the words “ God giveth,” then “apostolic 
testimony is in perfect harmony” with Mr. W.’s. 
The reader will discover who is “ driven to mtse- 
rable shifts.” ‘ 

Mr. W.’s sixth paragraph is rather petulant. Sir, 
vou may as well be moderate. We asked you, 
without regard to the extent of God’s salvation, 
“What does Paul mean when he says, 2 Cor. v. 18, 
‘And all things are of God, who hath reconciled us 
to himself by Jesus Christ?’ Does Paul mean that 

apart is of God? That we reconcile ourselves ?” 
Ke. You, Sir, finding yourself in difficulty, endea- 
vour to divert the mind of the reader, &c. You 
quote the connexion, and alter it. But you acknow- 


generated man is of God.” Very good, Sir, we 

are glad to see the truth from you at last. Now, 

Sir, for the “if.” You have taken the supply by 

the translators, and presented it to your readers for 

the text. “Therefore,” in consequence of what 

was previously declared, “if any man [is] in Christ 

a new creature; the old things are passed away; 

behold, all things are become new.” Sir, if any 

man is not in Christ, he is not a new creature; old 

things have not become new. But, Sir, we read, 

“As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall ail 

be made alive.” How? Ans. Become new crea- 

tures. And, Sir, “all things are of God;” not any 

of Mr. Swedenborg. You, Sir, in a very excep- 

tionable manner, ask, “ Will his readers believe that 

there is no if in the above quotation?” We, Sir, 

have no doubt but it is very unpleasant to be mired 

in absurdity ; and a bad matter is made worse, by 

so much kicking. Of the remainder of this para- 

graph, we say, please to publish that part of our 

reply which you allude to, in the same number ot 
your Missionary which contains your remarks. But 

you have not done this. Accommodate your readers 
with our remarks; not with a substitute! Then, 
Sir, the reader can judge of our veracity. All we 
ask, is the “ fair play,” the “jewel” you mentioned 
at the commencement of this controversy. “ Fair 
play is a jewel!” Remember this, your own motto. 
Mr. W.’s mode of expression, in his seventh para 

graph, would authorize the supposition, that wis- 
dom, light, and truth, was enclosed in a vessel, and 
in Mr. W.’s possession; who, occasionally, will 
condescend to turn a valve, and let a ray of light 
escape to benefit his inferiors. We inform Mr. W. 
that we have already learned, that man is recon- 
ciled to God, and not God to man. Also, that we be- 
lieve the apostle, when he says, of the manner of 
the reconciliation, that it was by “not imputing 
their trespasses unto them.” And, Sir, “ we pray 
you, in Christ’s stead, be ye reconciled to God.” 
More than this. We rejoice that the time is com- 
ing, when you will be reconciled; and that our 
prayer will be answered. 

Of your eighth paragraph, wherein you define 
the word world to signify “worldly principles,” 
we are ai a loss to conjecture what you can mean, 
unless it be, that God was in Christ reconciling 
worldly principles. 

Your ninth paragraph appears to have effected 
little, except to “ trouble the printer with brackets ;” 
which, you inform us, are troublesome things. 

Your next paragraph, may agree very well with 
Mr. Swedenborg’s mode of expressing opinions ; 
but we would be glad to have you let out a few more 
rays of the light you spoke of. 

We agree with you in your declaration in your 
eleventh paragraph, that our “old man must be cru- 
cified with him,” Christ. We believe, “the old 
man,” which is of the earth, will be put by, and that 
“ God will make all things new.” 

Of your last paragraph, we say, that we prefer 
the Scriptures to the opinions of “ Gregory Nazi- 
anzen.” Bu-, Sir, relative to what you have shown, 





ledge that “every thing appertaining to such a re-! we are of opinion that the Scriptures show much 
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more. 
so in Christ shall all be made alive.” They show, 
that the life is immortality ; and that instead of the 
‘old man,” which is of the earth, we shall all be 
ehanged, and rise in the heavenly image of our 
glorious Head and Redeemer. 
(To be continued.) 
~_—~—{e— 
From the Unitarian Miscellany. 

VEW WORK PROPOSED BY RAMMOHUN ROY. 

In reading the preface to Rammohun Roy’s Fi- 
nal Appeal to the Christian Public, our attention 
was powerfully arrested by the following proposal 
for a monthly theological publication. 

* As christianity is happily not a subject resting 
6n vague metaphysical speculations, but is founded 
upon the authority of books written in languages, 
which are understood and explained according to 
known and standing rules, I therefore propose, with 
a view to the more speedy and certain attainment of 
religious truths, to establish a monthly periodical 
publication, commencing from the month of April 
next, to be devoted to Biblical criticisms, and to 
subject Unitarian as well as Trinitarian doctrines 
to the test of fair argument, if those of the latter 
persuasion will consent thus to submit the scriptural 
grounds on which their tenets concerning the Tri- 
nity are built. 

“ For the sake of method and convenience, I pro- 
pose that, beginning with the Book of Genesis, and 
taking all the passages in that portion of scripture, 


which are thought to countenance the doctrine of 


the Trinity, we should examine them one by one, 
and publish our observations upon them; and that 
next month we proceed in the same manner with 
the book of Exodus, and so on with all the books 
of the Old and New Testaments, in their regular 
order. 

“If any one of the missionary gentlemen, for 
himself and in behalf of his fellow labourers, choose 
to profit by the opportunity thus afforded them of 
defending and diffusing the doctrines they have un- 
dertaken to preach, I request that an Essay on the 
book of Genesis of the kind above intimated may be 
sent to me by the middle ofthe month, and if con- 
fined within reasonable limits, not exc:eding a 
dozen or sixteen pages, I hereby engage to cause 
it to be printed and circulated at my own charge: 
should the missionary gentlemen refuse to bestow 
any part of the funds, intended for the spread of 
Christianity, towards this object; and also, that a 
reply (not exceeding the same number of pages) to 
the arguments adduced, shall be published along 
with it, by the beginning of the ensuing month. 
That this new mode of controversy by short monthly 
publications may be attended with all the advan- 
tages which I, in common with other searchers after 
truth, expect, and of which it is capable, it will be 
absolutely necessary that nothing be introduced of a 
personal nature, or calculated to hurt the feelings of 
individuals—that we avoid all offensive expressions, 
and such arguments as have no immediate con- 
nexion with the subject, and can only serve to re- 
tard the progress of discovery; and that we never 
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allow ourselves, fora moment, to forget that we 
are engaged in a solemn religious disputation,” 

Whether this work will ever be commenced and 
prosecuted, we know not. There will doubtless be 
many obstacles to it; some of them arisins 
expectedly, and some purposely created ve 
terested men. But it is enough to increase 
former admiration of this wonderful Hindoo, th: 
he has announced such an undertaking. A period. 
ical publication, devoted to the exegesis, as Pro. 
fessor Stuart would call it, of the Jewish and Chris 
tian Scriptures, to be carried on by a Bramiy 
Hindostan, in the English language, at his own ey. 
pense, with his own types, and at @ press whieh) js 
worked by his own countrymen! Who would hays 
ventured to predict such a thing twenty vears ago: 

It has been for some time one of our most pleas. 
ing contemplations to mark the path of this map, 
It is a track of light ina dark sky. We cannot des. 
pair of the conversion of British India, at no ver 
distant period, to a pure system of religion and mo 
rals, while we behold such a man as Rammobhuy 
Roy, labouring with all his heart and all his means 
in the cause of reason, and knowledge, and truth, 

-_ ee - 
From the (New-Haven) Columbian Register. 
MISSIONARY MODESTY. 

The “American Board of Commissioners {0 
Foreign Missions,” is about to petition Congress {i 
aid and assistance, in christianizing the Indian tribes 
within our territories. (See Con. Journal, 21st Ocr 
1823.) Considering the treatment which the |; 
dians, as wellas the United States, have receiv: 
from the agents of that Society, this petition wil! 
manifest a degree of impudence not to be expect 
even in this age of impudence. 

It is but a short time, since their agents at Elliot, 
by flattery and imposture, persuaded some chiefs 01 
the Choctaw Indians to make over to them the a 
nuity which that tribe receives fiom the gover- 
ment of the United States. The sum granted 
those chiefs to the Missionary Society is 6000 dol- 
lars a year for sixteen years, and 5000 dollars tor 
an additional year—making in the whole, one hu 
dred and one thousand dollars !! This is civilizing 
the Indians at a great rate! (See letters from Mis 
sionaries, at Elliot, dated 12th of June, 1820, in the 
Panoplist.) 

The conduct of the Indian chieis, in this transi 
tion, created such a tumult in the Choctaw tribe. 
that the government of the United States was o}! 
ged to interfere to quiet it; which could only be 
done by making them compensation for the robber 
by a grant of lands. The following is an article « 
the treaty relating to that subject. 

“ Art. vitt. To remove any discontent which ma, 
have arisen to the Choctaw nation in consequenct 
of 6000 dollars of their annuity having been app: 
priated and granted annually for sixteen years, by 
some of the Chiefs, for the support of their schools. 
the Commissioners of the United States oblige 
themselves, on the part of said States, to set aper 
an additional tract of good land, for raising a fund 
equal to that given by said Chiefs, so that the whol: 
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(the annuity may remain in the nation and be 
syided among them.” (See Acts, 2d Section, Six- 
veuth Congress, page 97.) 

Sa it seems the government of the United States 
must pay the 101,000 dollars to this modest Mission- 
ary Society, who are not contented with that, but 

about to ask for more. 

\ denial of the above grant from the Choctaws, 
e presume, Will not be attempted, as it has been 
voned forth in most of our missionary prints, and 
iinced as an evidence of the success of the mis- 

aries. After such a liberal donation from this 

e of Indians, it might be supposed that mission- 
jes would treat them with kindness and hospi- 
oity. Instead of this, we find, from a late nam- 
ber of the Missionary Herald, that the Choctaw 
refs, in a public council, expressed dissatisfaction 
+ what had been said about parent’s coming to see 
‘eir children, and living on the missionaries.— 
-This word,” observes one of the chiefs, “ may 
make some of us afraid to eat at your table, when 
ve are hungry—Bhother, throw away this word, 


“ 


_e. this sentence) and we agree to your talk at 
Morhew.” Mr. Kingsbury, the missionary, repiied : 
~[f that displease you, we will throw it away; as 
‘ou say the Choctaws will not come to live on the 
wissionaries at Elliot.” 

After this, we are told, Mr. Kingsbury “ gave 
hema talk of considerable length, in which he 
larly stated and answered all their objections, 
vd obviated all their difficulties.” A chief then 
~wished the missionaries and the Choctaws might 
sake hands, and go to bed good friends.” “ This,” 
saysthe account, “ was readily agreed to; and after 
aiting in thanksgiving and prayer to God, the 
Choctaws arranged themselves across the house, 
adasthe brethren passed by, Mr. Kingsbury intro- 
lueed them to our red friends—mentioned their 
oupation, and what they came to do for the Choc- 
tuws.” Actions speak louder than words. 

— 
A NEW WAY TO EVANGELIZE, 

The last Litchfield Eagle informs us that the In- 
dians and whites at Cornwall are giving evidence 
of their faith by “ loving one another.” 
irl, (aged about 16) has married one of the Indians 
itthe Missionary School. The connexions of the 
young woman are very respectable—that this unna- 
tural connexion is the source of great unhappiness 
to all the relatives except the mother, who has em- 
braced some strange ideas of the immense good 
which will result from this alhance. It is presumed 
that some of the clergy who have the watchful care 
i the Missionary school, have had a finger in the 
One of them has publicly advocated the 
principle, as the best mode of christianizing the 
wages. These things might be expected when 
we see people bestow more attention and caresses 
upon these blacks than upon the sons of respectable 
titizens.— We do not object to the plan of giving 
the Indian youth an English education; but we 
think it is carrying the matter too far, to marry them 


A young 


oUsINess, 


‘othe American fair; and no doubt the Apostle of 


b] 


‘he Gentiles would deelare it “ unseemly,” was he 





now upon the earth. Would the clergy who have 
advised to this marriage, consent that their daugh- 
ters should marry Indians and retire to the forest, as 
ameans of civilizing the wandering tribes? No, 
never! The clergy ave tco cunning—too well read 
in Don Quixotte’s theories, to spare their delicate 
daughters for any such greater good to any part of 
the hunran family. If an army of white men can 
be found who will go and marry the young squaws, 
we have no objections. But we doubt the propriety 
of giving the daughters of our citizens to the In- 
dians, thus making them and their relatives both 
unhappy.—It is said that such is the enthusiasm in 
favor of the Indians and blacks at Cornwall, that 
the females treat the young men of the town with 
indifference, and ride and walk out, arm in arm 
with the tawny rivals—spend evenings with them— 
invite them to tea parties—correspond with them 
by letters, &c. What produces this state of things # 
Why, say the young ladies, the clergy pay great 
regard to these Missionary students, and should we 
be wanting in politeness? If this prove any thing, 
it proves how strong is the influence of the clergy, 
and how blind and thoughtless young women may 
be while governed by no higher motive than that 
influence. A highly approved poet says, “ Go read 
your Bible to be wise.” MV. H. Register. 
—_——<p— 
From the (Portland) Christian Intelligencer. 
MAN AN INFINITE BEING. 

Mr. Evitor—One of the most singular argu- 
ments for the infinity of future punishment, that 
has come under my observation, I met with a while 
since, in a pamphlet by a Mr. Merritt of the Metho- 
dist persuasion. I saw the work but a few moments, 
and therefore am not able to quote verbatim, but the 
substance of his reasoning was this. .He says the 
Universalists argue, that man isa finite creature ; 
that a finite creature cannot perform an infinite 
act; that sin is the act of man, and ofcourse finite. 
Therefore, as the sins of men do not demerit it, an 
infinite punishment would be disproportionate and 
unjust. God will not, therefore, inflict on men an 
infinite punishment. This reasoning he admits to 
be conclusive, provided the premise, viz. the fini- 
tude of the creature,is correct. But he contends 
that man, in a proper sense, is an infinite being.— 
Though not a natural one, this certainly is a very 
great artificial curiosity. He does not, however, 
consider man to be infinite in the degree of his be- 
ing, but in the duration of it. Man, he says, is ay 
immortal being, and therefore, in this sense, an in- 
finite one, who may deserve and receive infinite 
punishment from God. Now, as this reasoning 
may appear plausible, at least, to a superficial ob- 
server, I will offer a remark or two wponit. 1. 
Man in the constitution in which he sins, is not an 
immortal, but a mortal creature. God only bath im- 
mortality. 1 Tim. vi. 16. He only, therefore, can 
impart it. But man, to possess and enjoy endless 
life, mus: put off mortality, and put on immortality. 
1 Cor. xv. 53. It is a blessing for which we are 
seeking in the present state. Rom. ii. 7. And I 
have no recollection that the Scriptures mention a 
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single instance of one who sinned after he had put 
on immortality. Mr. Merritt’s immortal sinner is 
therefore, merely imaginary, and his reasoning, 
though sincere, is destitute of validity. 

2 The Bible every where represents sinners as 
mortal and momentary creatures. They are “of 
few days.” Their “ life is as a shadow and contin- 
ueth not.” A little time, and the places which 
knew them, will know them no more. Is it not absurd, 
to call dying mortals of a day, never-dying immor- 
tals? Should this subject be thought to require fur- 
thet notice, it is hoped that some of your corres- 
oondents, who have leisure, will feel inclined to 
pursue it. S. S. 
—~—>—- 

“THE LIBERAL SOUL SHALL BE MADE FAT.” 

The spacious and commodious House erected 
the past season, by the Second Society of United 
Christian Friends, on the corner of Prince and 
Orange streets, the Basement story of which is oc- 
cupied every Sabbath, and every Thursday in the 
evening, will be finished in the course of the Spring, 
with the assistance of the liberal friends of truth, in 
a plain, substantial, and economical manner. 

We invite the attention of the public to the fol- 
lowing—While the Houses professedly erected for 
the worship of God, the promulgation of truth, and 
the instruction of mankind, almost without excep- 
tion, ate under the control of sectarians, who 
usyrp authority over the consciences of men, and 
exclude from their Houses of worship, all teachers 
who differ from them in sentiment; this House ts 
not only professedly, but will be practically enga- 
ged for the worship of God, in Christian charity, 
even for those whom God, in his wise providence, 
has permitted, for a time, to think and speak dif- 
ferently from the Society who have erected the 
House. Therefore, while hundreds of thousands of 
dollars are collected to build and maintain Houses 
of worship, for the exelusive privilege of sectarians, 
is it not reasonable to expect some efforts to be 
made, and a disposition to be manifested, by the 
public in this enlightened day, favourable to liber- 
ality, candour, and Christian charity ? We trust 
the appeal to liberal, candid men, cannot be made 
in vain. To such, we say, To the liberal, show 
yourselves liberal. Advance, as much as in you 
lies, the cause of Truth, which should be the cause 
of the world. And afford, by every laudable facili- 
ty, an opportunity for Truta, armed only with ar- 
gument and testimony, to triumph over the monster 
error, Who biandishes the unhallowed weapons of 
slander, detraction, and persecution; and is in- 
trenched behind the ramparts of bigotry, pride and 
intolerance. 

The following is a copy of a resolution of the 
Second Society of United Christian Friends: 

Ata special meeting of the “ Second Society of 
United Christian Friends in the city of New-York,” 
Monday evening, June 16, 1823, it was resolved 
Nnanimously, that on application from clergymen 
of regular standing, correct and Christian deport- 
ment, differing from this Society in their faith, 
liberty shail be granted and the honse opened for 


their accommodation, at reasonable seasons, whes 
the house shall be unoccupied by the Society w) 
shall statedly worship in that place. And the Soc 
ety express their unqualified opinion, that they a. 
in duty bound to afford an opportunity to clersy 
men of a different faith, to defend their own princi 
ples, and to point out any errors they may concejy, 
to be cherished by this Society. 
—>_— 

PUBLIUS LENTULUS’S LETTER. 
“There appeared in these our days, a man 
great virtue, named Jesus Christ, who is yet livin 
among us, and of the Gentiles is accepted as a py : 
phet of truth, but by his own disciples called the 
Son of God. He raiseth the dead, and cureth 4) 
manner of diseases. A man of stature somewhs: 
tall, and comely, with a very reverend countenance. 
such as the beholders may both love and fear ; \ys 
hair is of the colour of a filbert full ripe, and plain 
almost down to his ears, but from his ears dow, 
wards, somewhat curled, more orient of coloy; 
and waving about his shoulders. In the midst o/ 
his head goeth a seam or partition of his hair, afty 
the manner of the Nazarites; his forehead ver 
plain and smooth: his face without spot or wrinkle 
beautified with comely red; his nose and mour) 
so forined as nothing can be reprehended ; his bea! 
somewhat thick, and agreeable in colour to the har 
of his head, not of any great length, but forked ws 
the midst; of an innocent, mature look ; his eves 
grey, clear, and quick. In reproving, he is tem. 
ble; in admonishing, courteous and fair spoken 
pleasant in speech, mixed with gravity. It cannot 
be remembered that any have seen him laugh, bu: 
many have seen him weep. In proportion of boty, 
well shaped and straight; his hands and arms rigit 
delectable to behold; in speaking very temperate, 
modest and wise. A man for singular beauty, su 

passing the children of men.” 
—>—- 
NEWS FROM RAHWAY. 

The friends of truth in Rahway, (N. J.) have un 
dertaken to erect a Meeting House, for the worship 
of the God who “is the Saviour of all men.” We 
are assured that the building will commence imme 
diately ; and that from the zeal manifested on th 
occasion, no doubt exists of its being prosecuted to 
completion, without delay. The house to be of the 
dimensions of 28 by 42 feet. This house, wien 
erected, will be open for the accommodation o! 
Christians of all denominations; and will, in the 
proper sense of the term, bea free Church. tis 
understood, that arrangements are contemplated to 
be made, to secure the occas¥onal labours of preach- 
ers of “the word of truth, the Gospel of you 
salvation.” 

—>—- 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 
Subject—Isa. 1x. 6. 

The “ Society for the Investigation and Estab- 
lishment of Gospel Truth,” will meet at Tolerton’s 
\cademy, 63 Chrystie-street, on Tuespay Even- 
ing next, at half past 6 o’clock. 
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